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A Word from our President  Victoria Williams

Let me begin with a tale of two classes. The students in these two classes have at least one char-

acteristic in common; for a variety of reasc
standards and are required to take COLL 110, Reading and Study Strategies, the setting for my
tal e. lItdéds presentation day for the group pr

Class one meets at 9:30 AM and when class begins, seven of-fiverdfudents are in the

room, looking very worried. By 9:45, eighteen are there, and presentations are underway. Class
two meets at 11:00 AM and at 10:55, every student is present and the groups are vying for the
opportunity to go first. The content of bottl
9:30 self is not all that different from my 11:00 self. What, then, can account for the difference
between these two classes? And, | assure you, those differences are daily apparent. One signifi-
cant difference is that the second class is part of a learning community.

To be fair, | need to acknowledge that this learning community is an unusually cohesive group of
students, in part, because one of the classes requires participation in a service learning project,
and they all had to qualify to participate in the Big Brothers/Big Sisters Program. What is signifi-
cant, though, is that they are unusually supportive of one another. One young man is very shy, but
the others wonodét | et him sit by himself. The
him what good ideas he has. They act like siblings, in the best sense of that word. They kid each
other, but are never mean. Teaching them is easy and a pleasure. That other class, though, oh my

So, why am I telling you my tale? dYotwedyve pr c
subtléd leadin to what | hope for MNADE. We just had a very successful conference, where |

was struck again by the generosity of colleagues who are willing to share their ideas with the rest
of us, leaving us energized and better prepared to face the challenges that are a significant part of
the jobs we do on our home campuses. We need to find ways to continue those conversations tha
begin when we are all together in September and to include more of our colleagues in the discus-
sion. The listserv is one place to discuss the issues that affect us all and this newsletter is another.
Please let me know if you have other ideas for ways that we can reach out to the colleagues we
know are out there, trying to prepare their students participate in the academic community, what-
ever that is for them. Next September, we will return to Sugar Lake Lodge and continue our con-
versations in that lovely setting. Now, what direc.
tion that conversatio
We have a location, but not a theme. If you hav
ideas for a good speaker or an idea for a theme|
might be a good direction for my search, let me
know.

Vicky Williams, President
viwilliams@stcloudstate.edu

Picture: Current President, Victoria Williams
and past president Nancy Patton.

Thank you both for your contributions and
time!
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Extra, extra READ
all about it.

MNADE: Minnesota Association for Dey

ldeas for Extra Credit Dr. Cari Kenner

| have found that using extra credit assignments with my students is motivating and provides the
students access to supplemental materials and alternative viewiahtsv are some of my
favorite extra credit assignments, which might be modified to work for any class.

Before an exam, | create Jeopardy PowerPoint games, and then let students independ-
ently organize their own review Aparties
games, such as Who Wants to Be a Millionaire, Are You Smarter Than a Fifth Grader,
Family Feud, etcl find this to be effective, because, often when the whole class play a
review game, not everyone can be engaged, considering the large numbers in a class.
Playing independently in smaller groups ensues everyone is involved. After | upload the
PowerPoint version of the game to d2I, here are the instructions | give for the extra

credit assignment,.

For extra credit, have a Jeopardy review party with one or more of your classmates.
Play the game that is under "content” and post a picture of your festivithes pic-

tures can be uploaded to the dropbox marked "Extra Credit: Jeopardy Fumy one
person from the group needs to upload the photo, but make sure everyone's name is
included in the message sectiddbviously, the pictures must also pass the "mom" test
and not include anything that upsets Dr. Kenner's delicate sensibilities.

This is worth up to 8 points of extra credit and must be posted before Monday's exam.
Remember, for the game to work, the slides need to be in presentation mode and you
simply click back and forth from that main slide.

Two years ago, at the MNADE conference, Lucy McDonald introduced the idea of vir-
tual field trips. | have created one that | use with my study strategies class, and students
complete it for extra credit.

To create the virtual field trip, | first found 10 relevant websites to the tdpisted the
links and asked students to pick 3 of th
itravel 1 o0ogd analyzing the siteFmyd desc
the students create a fipostcardo to prov
did.

Have students submi tWhreentmkegfndaconnestion be-o mme
tween what they do in your class and another class, they write the connection down and
submit it, either on an index card that you share with the class or in a designated d2|
discussion area.

Consider a variation on a current assignméiur example, for my reading class, stu-
dents are assigned to reflect upon themselves as readers, including such things as how
they learned to read, how they approached reading in school (from elementary to col-
lege) and some of their reading strengths and weakneSgegextra credit, | have them
conduct an interview with someone else asking the same questions and writing a paper
comparing their experiences with the person they interviewed.
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| deas for ExtrDaC&likendert (contoo

e Ask students to visit with a former teacher. They may, for example, visit their high
school math teacher as an extra credit assignment for a developmental math class. You
can decide if they should conduct a formal interview, have the student show their past
teacher what they are doing in class, or just talk about the differences between the di
ferent levels. You could set up a very structured list of questions, or have students let
the meeting evolve naturally. Just as with the Jeopardy game, you might ask for a pho-
tograph of the visit in addition to writing about it.

e After students complete an exam, have them evaluate the questions they got wrong.
First, they can explain the reason for giving the incorrect answer, and then, in addition
to researching the correct answer, they can develop the question (and answer) in a dif-
ferent format.

e Promote technology. For example, if students are to do a presentation in class, ask them
to videotape the presentation in a creative, interesting way and post the video to You

Tube. When ités time to present, they Oshow the video.
times, and the quality of the video often is much better than that of the live presentation.

From an instructorédés viewpoint, itds flascinating to see t
t adtion the dorms, interacting with thei children, &etc

are far more attentive to videos shown in class than they are to live presentations.

—

e Discuss the process. Often, students do not have time to reflect with each other abou
an activity that was completed in class, but an extra credit activity might motivate that —
reflection. One activity | use for the reading class is to have students research the ef;
fects of noise (music, TV, etc) on reading comprehension. This is a fascinating area to
research because the results are mixed. Then, students compile data bases on studies Please send your extra

that say it is harmful, beneficial, or has no impact. After this assignment, which every- credit ideas to Dr. Kari
one completes, | add an extra credit assignment which asks them to do the following, .
using a discussion board in d2l. Kenner and she will

compile a list to be shared
Analyze the process of gathering information online. Discuss your choice of the follow- . .
ing questions: Did you prefer the general internet search or the library databases? with all in our next
What are the advantages and disadvantages of using each kind of search? How did you newsletter.
approach reading a difficult article? How did you know what was the most important
information? What kind of a sites or articles were the easiest to read? Which were
the most difficult? What reading techniques did you use to get the information you
were seeking? —

cmkenner@stcloudstate.edu

e Once students answer their pick of these questions, they are required to respond sub
stantively to at least 2 of their classmates for the extra credit assignment.

Debate exists about the use of extra credit. However, | find that when presented in a motivating,
creative, and relevant way, students benefit beyond just the points that get added to their grades.
If you have extra credit ideas that you use with your students, pleaag #tnem to me at
cmkenner@stcloudstate.edu, and | will compile them for the next newsletter.
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MNADE Listserv

Mel i ssa 0O6Conno
MNADE Listserv. If you would
like to join, please-enail her
directly.

Melissa.oconnor@minneapolis.edu

Thank you Nancy for
serving as MNADE
President!

Sharing Observations Patty H

This fall, I have had the privilege of getting to know some first year stu-
dents in a Reading and Study Strategies class at Saint Cloud State Univer-
sity. Through classroom observation, reading student essays and meeting
individually with some students, | have been jettisoned right back to my
first year as a college student. | had forgotten the excitement and agony that

accompanies this huge transition in a yo
r manages the . .
How could | ever forget doing my homework at the last minute or drag-

ging into class because | stayed up too late talking and getting to know new
friends in my dorm? | remember having the time of my life and in equal
measure, struggling hard to establish study habits and time management
skills. | had not applied myself in high school and suddenly found myself
up against demanding classes and lots and lots of free time. It was a fairly
shocking experience for me.

As | observe first year students now, | empathize. | also realize the great
advantage they have that | did not. Their presence in this class, Reading and
Study Strategies, gives them a strong foundation on which to begin their
college career. The class teaches students how to study, manage their time
and improve their reading skills. These students have an advantage that
many students, including me, did not experience.

So, as | watch these lively, firgtear students find their way in the col-
lege world, I think they are lucky; lucky to have an opportunity to begin
school with a quiver full of ideas and suggestions, lucky to have assistance
as they improve their study and reading skills, and lucky that they are given
this opportunity to succeed and excel in their new environment. What they
choose to do with this information is up to them.

Picture Red8idJADE Fall Conference F
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