
Dear Colleagues, 

 

The semester is over, the grades have been submitted, and now your summer reading lists and 
gardening chores scream for your attention.  But wait, not so fast just yet.  You have one more 
important task before you head to the garden, your cabin, or whatever enticing summer travel 

destination awaits you.  You need to get out your calendars and save September 25-26 for the 
Fall 2008 MNADE Conference, òExploring the Continuum of Online Learning and Teach-
ing.ó  (Please refer to the March MNADE newsletter for details; conference registration informa-

tion will be announced soon.  Check your e-mail and the MNADE website next month.) 

 

Also, we want all of you to consider submitting a proposal for a conference session.  Before you 
say, òNope.  Thatõs for the extroverts in MNADE.  I donõt do conference sessions,ó please read 

below. 

 

Top Ten Reasons Why You or Your Colleagues Should Present or Co-present a Session at the 

MNADE 2008 Conference 

 

1. You are doing something in your classroom related to online learning that the rest of us have-

nõt thought of yet. 

2. You have taught or taken an online class and have tips to share. 

3. You have favorite websites that you use in your teaching that the rest of us donõt know about. 

4. Youõve discovered a new software program, or finally learned to use an older one, and you 

are anxious to share your newly acquired wealth of knowledge. 

5. You can teach the rest of us how to use different online tools in our communication with our 

students. 

6. You have always said, òA conference is only as good as the sessions it offers.ó 

7. Youõve hesitated before for fear of looking like youõre telling us something that we already 

know, but you know from experience year after year that youõve got something to share, too. 

8. Something technologically cool is happening on your campus, and you want to share it with 

the world! 

9. You need to add something to your next three-year professional development plan. 

10. You want to make the conference planners very, very happy to see a veritable cornucopia of 

conference proposals on June 15th! 

 

We eagerly await your proposals.  Please see the Call for Proposals in this newsletter, and feel 
free to contact Nancy Patton or me with any questions about the conference or presenting a ses-

sion.  Many thanks, and I wish you a summer of rest and rejuvenation! 

 

Laurel Watt 

lwatt@inverhills.edu 

651-450-8673 
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Limitations live only in 
our minds.  But if we 
use our imaginations, 
our possibilities be-

come limitless. 

  

      -Jamie Paolinette
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òExploring the Continuum of Online Learning and Teachingó 
CALL FOR SESSION PROPOSALS 

The Executive Board of MNADE invites proposals for the 15th annual conference.  This yearõs conference 
theme will explore the teaching methods, tools, and resources of online instruction in developmental 
education.  In particular, the conference will seek to help participants integrate online teaching strate-
gies and resources into their online and on-ground classes as suggested by the conference theme, 
òExploring the Continuum of Online Learning and Teaching.ó  As developmental educators help students 
learn how to learn in online learning communities, whether as learners in online courses, hybrid courses, 
or simply on-ground courses that use online resources, we worry that our students need more coaching in 
learning to use these resources.  Sometimes we fear that we canõt stay one step ahead of our students in 
learning how to use these technologies ourselves.  This conference will address those concerns and give 

educators practical information to increase their repertoire of online instructional strategies.  

Our keynote speaker will be Lucy MacDonald, Associate Professor Emeritus at Chemeketa Community 
College, Salem, Oregon. Lucy has a Master's Degree in English from the University of Kansas and a 
Master's in Reading from the University of Oregon. She has been involved with integrating technology 
into the classroom for the last 20 years. In 1998 she joined David Caverly as co-author of the TechTalk 
column in the Journal of Developmental Education. Currently, she teaches online developmental classes 
and manages Lucy Online and "howtostudy.org."  

As you reflect on what you and/or your campus colleagues have to share on various aspects of online 
teaching and learning, please consider 

online or hybrid courses that you have developed 

departmental and/or college-wide projects and initiatives related to online learning 

lessons that you have used in your on-ground courses that promote studentsõ use of electronic 

resources and online environments 

efforts that promote readiness for and retention of students in online environments 

research that you and/or others on your campus have conducted related to online teaching 

and learning 

In other words, we are interested in hearing about any efforts to promote developmental education 
studentsõ participation in online learning environments. 

Proposals should include names of presenters, a primary contact person (including phone, address, and 
e-mail), session title, a brief description of the proposed presentation (100 words maximum), and short 
two-three sentence presenter biographies suitable for submission in the conference program. Please 
indicate your audiovisual needs; both types of projectors are on-site, but we recommend that presenters 
bring their own laptops.  Send to Nancy by JUNE 15, 2008 

Nancy Patton, MNADE President-Elect 
nancy.patton@minneapolis.edu 

240 Spring St. #328 
St. Paul, MN  55102 

Humanities Center     St. Paul, MN 

Organization  

 

Melissa OõConnor manages the 

MNADE Listserv.  If you would 

like to join, please email her 

directly.  

melissa.oconnor@minneapolis.edu 
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LouAnn Oppitz wants to share the good news that their Peer Tutoring Program has received CRLA Certi-

fication for Level 1 tutor training!  They awarded certificates to more than 20 tutors this spring. 

 

The College Reading and Learning Associationõs accreditation program can be found at www.crla.net.  
Click on Tutor Program Certification.  Several Minnesota schools are represented among the ranks of 

the 618 US certified programs.  See below for a complete list. 

 

Anoka Ramsey CC - Cambridge Campus 

Century College 

Concordia College 

Duluth Business University 

Fond du Lac Tribal & Community College 

Inver Hills Community College 

Lake Superior College 

Minneapolis Community & Technical College 

Minnesota State University 

Minnesota State University - Mankato 

Normandale Community College 

North Central University 

North Hennepin Community College 

Rasmussen College - Eagan campus 

Southwest Minnesota State University 

University of Minnesota - Duluth 

Winona State University 

 

What were you teaching ten years ago?  What challenges did you face in 1998 in your classrooms and 
in your work environment? Did you read The Courage to Teach to find ideas and inspiration or to moti-
vate yourself to continue in the field of developmental education?  Now itõs 2008, spring semester is 
nearly over, and you may again be noticing that sensation of questioning your profession, your commit-
ment, or your reasons to continue teaching, tutoring, or organizing for students in developmental  and 
college courses.  What a good time to reread The Courage to Teach by Parker Palmer.  The tenth anni-
versary edition includes a CD with a discussion among Dr. Palmer and two colleagues who have been 
active in the work of revitalizing teachers and reviving meaningful educational practices.  (Can you 
guess his perspective on NCLB?)  If youõd like to meet with others to discuss your rereading of his book 
(or your ten-year perspective on his message), weõll schedule a time during our September conference 
to explore the ideas he supports.  If youõd like more immediate information, go to 
www.couragerenewal.org to find ways that Palmerõs theories have evolved into professional develop-
ment for a variety of workers for social justice and other issues.  There are several interactive features 
of the website as well.  Enjoy the reflection time offered by the summerõs schedule.  Letõs talk together 
about our own courage in the challenging teaching and learning we do. 

Parker Palmerõs  The Courage to Teach  

Congratulations to Inver Hills! 
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In the first few weeks of April, MNADE members and their colleagues had the opportunity to gather 
with others in their region to learn whatõs happening on other campuses, discover what keeps all of us 
committed to our profession, talk about what weõre reading and teaching, and in some cases to share 

dinner together. 

 

In the northern region, Vicky Williams of St. Cloud State University coordinated a dinner at the Black 
Woods Bar and Grill in Duluth on April 4.  Eleven members shared good food and stimulating conversa-
tion about interesting articles, new and different approaches or assignments, and good books. Col-
leagues from Lake Superior, St. Cloud, and Vermilion colleges exchanged ideas and kept connected in 

this third annual spring meeting.  Even the door prizes received awards! 

 

In the central metro region, Patty Wheeler Andrews arranged the meeting at Muffuletta in the Park in 
St. Paul on April 3.  Eighteen people from nine campuses created a roomful of conversation about 
books and articles of interest. (Book and article lists will be sent on the MNADE listserv.) Members of all 
thinking styles entered the concluding discussion about the MnSCU press release (and subsequent article 
in the Star Tribune) with the excessive use of "remedial."  It was a lively time with realists, pragmatists, 
idealists, and analysts responding to the issue of the language that identifies our profession, our stu-
dents, and our work.  With David Arendaleõs extra contributions, we had enough door prizes for almost 

every participant.  What a deal. 

 

In the southern region at University Center Rochester (UCR), on April 10 Bonnie Mercer worked with Julie 
Rodakowski to have a part of their workshop day include a regional meeting for MNADE.  Fourteen 
people attended their session entitled òA Civil Atmosphere for Learning: Best Practices for a Learning 
Center.ó  They learned about the mission of the UCR Comprehensive Learning Center <http://
www.roch.edu/learningcenter> and participated in the roundtable discussion including the diversity of 
student needs and the creation of events to excite students to engage in academic pursuits.  Their ses-
sion ended with a tour of the learning center.  
 
 
Thanks to all who attended the Third Annual Spring Regional meetings.  They offer another great way 
to keep in touch with our colleagues across the state.   

 
 
 
 
 
Laurie Engel (below) thinking hard as she takes the sample part of a Critical Thinking test used with 
students during a faculty development day at MCTC. 

 

Coming together is a 
beginning.  Keeping 
together is progress.  
Working together is 

success. 

  

         - Henry Ford 

  

MNADE Spring 2008 Regional Meetings 

Page 4 Volume 15, Issue 2 

http://www.roch.edu/learningcenter
http://www.roch.edu/learningcenter

